THE  THRONE                              JI

Full litth hiomst thou that hast not tried
What Hell it Is in suing long to bids;
To lose good days thai might be better spent;
To waste long nights in pensive discontent;
To spend to-day, to be put back to-morrow;
To feed on hopst to pine with fear and sorrow;
To have thy Prince's grace> yet want hsr Peer's,
To have thy as king, yet wait many years;
To fret thy soul with crosses and with cares;
'To eat thy heart through comfortless despairs;
To fawn,, to crouch> to wait, to rids^ to run,
To spend, to give, to want, to be undone*

There was a perpetual clash of interests and ambitions, and if
one were satisfied., several might be offended. Faction was rarely
or never absent, and quarrels might be so serious as to threaten
the peace of the country. Altogether, it was a feverish commun-
ity. Officials* salaries were low, having remained stationary for
decades or even centuries, and were supplemented by fees, per-
quisites* gifts, iiopess and debts. Power in unscrupulous hands
could bring incalculable profits. A correspondent, attempting
to estimate for a friend the value of the great offices of state - all
with fixed salaries - made a triple calculation for each, according
as the holder hoped for Heaven, would be content with Purga-
tory, or cared nothing for his soul. Under the last category his
'remark in one instance was, *No man can tell! *

For a woman to stop corruption from passing all bounds of
decency, or prevent her proud, child-like nobility from turning
the Court into a bear-garden, was exceedingly difficult. In any
case she could not inspire the fear of a king; nor would crude
fear have been compatible with Elizabeth's love-tricks, or her
womanly compassion. She was dependent on her remarkable
qualities of character and intelligence. She had always been
wilful; she knew how to be imperious. She had need to be both
However they disguised their belief, statesmen held govern-
ment to be a mystery revealed only to men. They had less faith
in Deborah than John Knox, and were more dangerous for
being more reasonable. Even after two years in Elizabeth's